Open House Report
6.21.22
Executive Summary
The Downtown Dispersed Parking team held an Open House on Thursday, June 16th at the Grand Center
to share the updated parking design with the Moab community. Workshops in early May with area
business and property owners led to great feedback that improved the design that was then shared at
the open house. The event provided time for attendees to learn about the project at their own pace and
through a formal presentation that was given
by the project team. The presentation was
followed by questions and open discussion
between community members and the team.
The goal of the open house was to inform
members of the Moab community about the
project and get their feedback prior to making
final design changes. The meeting was
advertised via project website, email updates,
City social media feeds, and articles in both
local newspapers.
Project Description
This project is funded with recreation hotspot funding provided by the Utah Department of
Transportation (UDOT) to address congestion and parking issues in downtown Moab. The dispersed
parking method will add 150-200 stalls around downtown and Emma Boulevard and has been adopted
in place of the previously proposed downtown parking structure.
Presentation and Discussion
The meeting took place from 5-7 p.m., providing attendees time to view the proposed plans and learn
about the project prior to the formal presentation that occurred at 5:30 p.m. Scroll plots with the
parking design for each block were available for participants to view. The formal presentation provided
information about how each block could look and how many stalls will be added in each area. Discussion
of crosswalks and traffic calming techniques were also addressed. Other changes that will be made

include aesthetic enhancements such as landscaping and lighting options that accommodate dark sky
requirements. Wayfinding and directional signage will also be a consideration made in the final design.
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Q: How will residential irrigation rights be impacted with this design?
o A: Residents who currently gather irrigation from the street will still have rights and be
able to access this water with the proposed parking design. The project team will
address these properties individually when needed to ensure residents can access the
stormwater.
Q: Will electrical wires be replaced and/or put underground?
o A: Possibly, this can be looked into once we are closer to construction. This would be a
decision made by the utility company that owns them.
Q: Will stall striping be consistent and obvious throughout the design?
o A: Yes, the team plans to keep the striping consistent and ensure stalls are apparent to
users.
Q: Will crosswalks have signage and be easy to view from the road?
o A: Yes, when possible, signage will be used. We would like crosswalks to be easily
accessible for pedestrians and visually obvious to drivers.
Q: There are occasional parades on Main Street, will these be still possible with the proposed
design?
o Yes, center parking is not proposed in the traditional parade area, so parades will still be
possible in this location.
Q: Where will oversize parking go?
o A: While the City is aware that oversized parking is an issue, it will not be addressed as
part of this project.
C: There are a lot of kids near the schools around E 100 N, so traffic calming is important in this
area.
C: Please commit to the addition of electric speed limit signs or something to slow people down.
o Council likes these speed limit signs as well and there may be additional budget to add
more.
o The proposed bump outs will also act as a traffic calmer and should decrease speeding
Q: How will EMTs and firetrucks maintain access?
o The engineering team met with the fire department and discussed the proposed parking
design. The chief of the fire department confirmed that the trucks will be able to move
throughout the downtown area normally, even with center parking. Emergency vehicles
will still have access to all downtown and Emma Boulevard areas.

Next Steps
The preliminary design phase took place in Spring of 2022, followed by workshops with area business
and property owners in early May, and final engagement with the Moab community on June 16th. The
design will be refined for the final time with the feedback gathered at the open house, and
advertisement for construction will take place in Fall 2022. Construction will begin in late fall/early
winter of 2023. Information on the final design will be released to the public as soon as it is complete.

APPENDIX A - ANONYMIZED COMMENTS
Moab Community Open House Comments
Looks great! And a great improvement Thank You!! One suggestion, is it possible to eliminate 1 turn
lane at intersections with Main St on those streets where 3 lanes might not be need to provide curbextensions & more to pedestrian space. Additionally, it is pedesrians on Main st who are the main
'drivers' of congestion because 1) they are te main river for traffic signals, 2) vehicles have to wait or
pedestrians to continue along & cross Main Street. Curb extensions might reduce pedestrian transit
drivers & and ease traffic congestion on Main st.

(email comment)Hello!
I first wanted to express my appreciation for all your hard work balancing the various needs for
parking and access in Moab. I know it is complex! My husband and I attended the meeting on
Thursday June 20th and were impressed with the thoughtfulness of the plans as they are forming. I
have copied him on this email as well.
We started out rather alarmed as all the comments and input provided by me at the business input
session were soundly ignored in the plan as presented that night. Since then we have spent a little
more time watching the parking and pedestrian circulation on our section of street and I wanted to
reiterate a few things that we discussed with the City Engineer, Chuck, and some of your team.
1) there are several abandoned driveways on the SOUTH side of the street that were treated as
active. Even the Food Truck Manager, who attended the business input meeting, volunteered that
those can be ignored. Adding angle parking on the south side of the street will do a lot to increase
parking. The only active driveways are the one near Main that is the alley behind Main St
businesses and must have freight access, and the one near 100 W which is one of the food truck
parking access points.
2) there are two driveways on the NORTH side of the street to residential homes that must remain
open (26 W and 40 W). At 26 W it is painted red now, and the one at 40 W has a curb cut. 26 W
will have a curb cut and access pan as soon as we can arrange a contractor to do the work.
3) the more we watch pedestrians accessing the food truck court and the laundry the more
apparent it becomes that a mid block pedestrian crossing would be a huge asset to this block. Not
only would it help provide better crossing access to customers of businesses on this street, it would
also serve to help visually remind drivers that this street is busy with people on foot. Angled parking
on both sides will help narrow the street some, but a choke point mid block would do a lot.
4) handicapped parking locations should be considered VERY carefully. That evening it was
presented as in front of the laundry. If that happens it WILL be ignored and treated as a laundry
drop of zone. Currently the city has nearly no enforcement of parking restrictions. It seems that it
would work better at ends of parking runs rather an in front of the laundry or the bicycle shop. I am
not sure the best locations but I would consider that very carefully — perhaps near the mid block
crossing on the south side is the best bet?
We were very sad to see the middle of street parking go away in most areas. I think it would have
been a FABULOUS change to the parking in town and put more focus on pedestrians and less on
cars. Turning downtown into a giant parking area is really what we do need.
Thank you for your time and work on this project.
I like what you’ve done, very workable, looks nice. As far as enhancements (vegetation in the
bumpouts) - keep it simple, we don't have the H2O + it costs a lot to maintain. SHADE structures are
great (solaryards?)

Concerned about access to my office on Center St. I want left turn access for both of his driveways.
The current design has median parking with an opening for one of his accesses.

Where are the delivery trucks & semis bringing food & other things to businesses going to park to
make those deliveries? Fire department accesability? We advertise ourselves as an outdoor activity
location (parks, hiking, biking, base jumping….) Visitors can't walk an extra block?

Excellent Presentation! Center Street: utilites - Any chance we can coordinate with RMP to bury
power lines during the process? Safety: Because there are restaruants and bike shop and gift shops,
center-aisle style will create jay walking for every parked car trying to access the businesses

APPENDIX B - PRESENTATION SLIDES

Open House
June 16, 2022
5-7 p.m.
Formal Presentation Will Begin at 5:30 p.m.
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PROJECT HISTORY
Recreational Hotspot Funding (2017)
•

Legislative allocation of $100 M managed by UDOT

•

Prioritizing projects that
•

Reduce congestion

•

Support economic development

•

Increase recreation & tourism opportunities

•

Stakeholder group identified 11 conceptual projects

•

Parking Structure project funded in 2018, suspended in 2020

Top 3 Concepts Identified in 2020
•

Dispersed Parking – Downtown Core and Emma Blvd Area

•

Shared-Use Path Connecting Moab to Spanish Valley

•

Shuttle/Transit Pilot Program

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Requirements
•

$5.7M UDOT – recreation hot spot
funding

•

Designated for parking

•

Must add 188+ parking stalls

Goals
• Improve parking downtown
• Make downtown more walkable
• Improve safety
• Accommodate locals and visitors
• Demonstrate sustainability

Design Process

PROJECT PROCESS TO DATE

DESIGN CONSTRAINTS
• Engineering standards
• Main Street is a UDOT-owned facility
• Utilities
• Recreation/freight traffic
• Existing landscaping
• ADA
• Budget – Limit design to within curb to curb

EMMA BLVD
• ADDITIONAL 51 STALLS

COUNCIL & STAKEHOLDER
FEEDBACK
• Center parking and medians reduce
space for large vehicles to turn
• Concerned about removing left
turn access to businesses and residents
• Need loading zones for freight
• Concerned that center parking would
cause pedestrian safety issues

MAIN STREET

100 EAST

100 NORTH

PROPOSED DESIGN
Existing Stalls: 401
Emma Blvd Proposed: 51
Downtown Proposed: 553
Difference: +203
Minimum Required Difference: +188

Aesthetics & Placemaking

LIGHTING
• SAFETY
• TRAFFIC CALMING
• PEDESTRIAN SCALE
•

WAYFINDING

LIGHTING
DARK SKY
•

Shielded

•

Low Levels

ADJUSTABLE
•

Astronomical Clock Timer

•

Dimming during curfew hours

•

2 Way Communication

•

Remote Emergency Control

LOW ENERGY – LED
Progressive Dark Sky approach to reduce impacts

DHM Design

PRELIMINARY PLACEMAKING THEMES

Lower Jurassic –
Navajo Sandstone

Outdoor Recreation

Upcycle –
Environmental Stewardship

BUMP OUTS AT INTERSECTIONS

LANDSCAPED ISLAND AND BUMP OUT AT DIAGONAL PARKING

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
Solutions depend on existing grading, drainage, and infrastructure.
Below are some potential techniques that may be implemented, based on conditions at each site:

Bioswale Example

Swale in bump-out

THANK YOU! PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH
moabcity.org/DowntownDispersedParking
downtowndispersedparking@gmail.com
888-556-0232

