Event Committee and City Council members,

My name is DeAnn Thomas and I have been asked to explain the bagpipers’ role in the Moab
Celtic Festival – Scots on the Rocks which has been held in the later part of the year for many
years now. This year it falls on the weekend of October 14-16.
For bagpipe bands and soloists, this is an opportunity to compete against their peers. This is
something that they work towards year round. The event is sponsored by the Moab Celtic
Festival committee, but is required to be sanctioned by the Western United States Pipe Band
Association. There are extremely strict rules that must be followed. Any delineation from a
rule can lead to disqualification of an individual or an entire band. The points, comments, and
all paperwork generated at the games is sent to the association and tracked all year. The
results are very important to the competitor as they progress in their achievements.
The process of the event for a soloist (which is held in the morning) is a warm up and tuning
period. Some of the strict rules mentioned above have to do with how much time each player is
allowed, so times are strictly adhered to. Bagpipes take a lot of strength in the mouth. Too
much playing can cause these muscles to tire and make it impossible to play. We call it getting
“blown out”. A piper needs to be careful to not play too much for fear of getting blown out.
Once tuned, they perform their competition piece for the judge. If they are just soloing, once
their competitions are over, they are done for the day. Depending on their skill level, they may
compete in up to 3 competitions. We limit these to the morning hours so that they don’t
overlap with band competition since the same judges adjudicate both events.
When the drummers compete, they are required to have a piper play for them. Their solos run
in conjunction with the bagpiper solos. Typically there are more solo pipers than drummers, so
those events end much sooner than the pipers’ events.
For the band competitions, they will warm up a little in the morning when they first arrive,
especially if they are not soloing. They will tune and prepare for the opening ceremony which
takes place around noon. Then, after a short break, the bands will tune again and prepare for
band competition in the afternoon. Again they have to be careful to not “blow out” so playing
is kept at a minimum. Once they are done with their competition for the day, they put their
pipes away. It is not good for the instrument or the player to play more than is necessary for
the events of the day.

Solo competitions run approximately from 9 am to 11 am, followed by a short opening
ceremony (about 15-20 minutes). The band competition is scheduled approximately 1 to 3 pm.
Once they are finished, they pack up their instruments and head to the hotel or home.
The nature of these competitions are very disciplined and structured. It is a rare occasion for a
piper to play just to play at these events. Every note played has a purpose, a time limit, and
the nature of the instrument itself limits the player from playing longer than necessary.
I hope this helps explain the nature and purpose of pipe bands. They are an integral part of
every Scottish Festival and stir an emotion and atmosphere that cannot be achieved any other
way.

DeAnn Thomas
801-358-0382








Solo Career 1984 (beginner) -2012 (professional)
Pipe Major Payson High School Pipe Band 1987-1988
Co Pipe Major Scarlet and Black Pipe Band (SUU) 1988-1993
Co Pipe Major White Peaks Centennial Pipe Band 1996-1998
Pipe Major Utah Pipe Band 2005-2015
Former VP of the Great Basin Branch of the Western United States Pipe
Band Association
 Former (acting) President of the Great Basin Branch of the Western United
States Pipe Band Association

Event Committee and Council Members,
The Moab Celtic Festival would like to thank you for your support for our first festival held in
the City of Moab in September 2021. We had so much positive feedback from our patrons,
participants, Clans, Athletes, Dancers, Bands and Vendors regarding the new venue. The Arena
was a great place to hold the festival but presented a few problems, the worst weather-related.
One of the most frequently comments we get from locals is that “I didn’t know it was last
weekend”. With the move to the Ballfields, we feel we have more visibility and a better
opportunity for people to hear/see and decide to attend. I have experienced that myself in the
past, while downtown, I’ve heard live music coming from Swanny City Park and have gone to
the park to “check it out”. Also, a lot of visitors are in Moab without transportation to get to the
Arena but they can easily walk from their motel to the Ballfields. Having the festival at the
Ballfield last year increased our attendance, which is what we’re striving for! To bring this
awesome three-day event to more people is our goal!

At this time, we would like to address some of the concerns that Kelly McInerney (The Special
Events Coordinator) has forwarded to us. There were so many new challenges in 2021 with the
move to the Ballfields. We want to learn from each year and improve to make everything run
smooth.
1)-There was no parking for library patrons on Saturday. Can the Library put up signs “For

Library Patrons only”? What do they do when there are ball games, the Folk Festival or other
events held there? Any suggestion would be appreciated. We can inform our participants not to
park in front of the library but we can’t with the general public. We can ask our Festival
participants to use the motel shuttles, car pool and park along the streets without blocking
someone’s driveway.
2)-The ballfields were impacted, and even by Monday afternoon, the vendors were still packing
up and driving vehicles across the turf. We were told by the City that the turf was not damaged

by driving on it. The vendors need ample time to set up their merchandise before the Festival
and can’t start packing up until Sunday evening, so some will still be packing up on Monday.
3)-Dog owners were not discouraged from bringing pets to the event, in violation of park
rules. We had special permission for Celtic Dogs to be in the park. It was posted “no dogs” at

the front gate but some people brought their “service” dogs anyway. We will instruct our front
gate people to not allow any dogs unless they are a certified service dog or dog in training. I
have attached information from https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/utah-laws-onservice-dogs-and-emotional-support-animals.html that explains what is considered a service
animal. We will put “no dogs” in our ad this year, so hopefully more people will be aware.

4) -Many vehicles were parked on the lawns all weekend. Vendors camped out on the
ballfields. As for the vendors camping out on the field, they were part of our security. They also

have thousands of dollars of merchandise that they don’t want to leave unattended.

5) -The noise was incessant. Because it was a bagpipe competition, the same tune was played
...pipers would play outside the windows of neighborhood homes and when I mentioned to the
players that the nose was disturbing to the residents, they did not care. I kept the windows in my
home closed all weekend, and the drumbeats permeated my space nonstop. To address the

noise complaints. Yes, bagpipe bands are loud. Our event is Sanctioned with Western United
States Pipe Band Association (WUSPBA) so they are competing nationally for points. I have
attached a letter from our Pipe Band Coordinator, DeAnn Thomas that explains the process
much better than I can. We will also be looking at how the fields are set up and might make
some changes to where the bands will be warming up and tuning to negatively impact the least
amount of residents as possible. There are very specific rules with WUSPBA on how much time
they can have to warm up/tune and the distance from the warm up/tune area to the
competition area.
6) -Some comments suggested that the event would be better held at a fairgrounds or location
outside of town so as to not impact residents and neighborhoods. As was mentioned earlier, we

wanted to move into Moab so more people would be aware and be able to attend and enjoy
our unique Festival. The other Utah Celtic festivals are held in St. George, Salt Lake City and
Payson. It is a great opportunity for our local residents to come learn more about their Celtic
heritage, watch the athletes throw a Caber, cheer for the Highland Dancers, and hear Amazing
Grace played by our Massed Bands. There’s nothing like it!!

With the guidance of the Event Committee and Council, we would welcome any suggestions
and would like to make this Festival the best that Moab Utah has to offer!
Thank you so much,
Dan and Marta Lamont
Moab Celtic Festival Board
Scots on the Rocks

Which Animals Count as Service Animals in Utah?
Under Utah's disability rights law, public accommodations must allow you to
be accompanied by your qualified service animal. A qualified service animal is
a dog that has been trained or is being trained to do work or tasks for the
benefit of someone with a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or mental
disability. Animals other than dogs cannot be service animals under Utah law.
Under the ADA, a service animal is a dog that has been trained to perform
tasks or do work for the benefit of a person with a disability. The tasks or work
the animal does must be directly related to the person's disability. In some
cases, a miniature horse may also qualify as a service animal. Examples of
service animals that must be allowed into public accommodations under the
ADA include:


hearing dogs, which alert their handlers to important sounds, such as
alarms, doorbells, and other signals



guide dogs, which help those who are blind or visually impaired navigate
safely



psychiatric service animals, which help their handlers manage mental and
emotional disabilities by, for example, interrupting self-harming behaviors,
reminding handlers to take medication, checking spaces for intruders, or
providing calming pressure during anxiety or panic attacks



seizure alert animals, which let their handlers know of impending seizures,
and may also guard their handlers during seizure activity, and



allergen alert animals, which let their handlers know of foods or other

substances that could be dangerous (such as peanuts).
The ADA doesn't include what some people call "emotional support animals":
animals that provide a sense of safety, companionship, and comfort to those
with psychiatric or emotional conditions. Although these animals often have
therapeutic benefits, they are not individually trained to perform specific tasks
for their handlers. Utah law specifically excludes animals who are used solely

to provide emotional support, companionship, comfort, well-being, or crime
deterrence. Neither the ADA nor Utah's disability law cover these support
animals.

Rules for Your Service Animal
Under the ADA, a public accommodation may not ask you questions about
your disability or demand to see certification, identification, or other proof of
your animal's training or status. If it is not apparent what your service animal
does, the establishment may ask you only whether it is a service animal, and
what tasks it performs for you. Utah law encourages, but does not require,
those accompanied by service animals to identify the animal with a service
animal vest, laminated card, or other form of identification.
The ADA and Utah law prohibit public accommodations from charging a
special admission fee or requiring you to pay any other extra cost to have your
service animal with you. However, you may have to pay for any damage your
animal causes.
The ADA and Utah law allows a public accommodation to exclude your service
animal if it poses a direct threat to health and safety (or example, if your dog
is aggressively barking and snapping at other customers, the facility can kick
the dog out). Your animal may also be excluded if it is not housebroken, or if it
is out of control and you are unable or unwilling to effectively control it. You
are still entitled to enter the public accommodation even if your service animal
is not allowed in.

